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The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: Page 5, in the brief 
description of figs. 1 and 6B, should these drawing figure be considered -- prior art --?; line 12, 
note that reference to "line A-A" is not consistent with line 3B-3B in figure 3A; line 13, "4A-4C" 
should be rewritten as -- 4A, 4B, 4C line 15, "5A-5C" should be rewritten as -- 5 A, 5B, 5C --; 
line 20, note that "6B-6D" should be rewritten as --6B, 6C, 6D --. Page 7, line 7, note that 
"delta" needs to be strictly defined. Note that "TO OTHER -CIRCUITRY" appearing in Fig. 4C 
needs to be described in the specification. 

The drawings are objected to because of the following: In figs. 1 , 3B, 5A, 5B, 6B. 6C, 
6D, note that for the cross-sectional views therein, a proper cross-hatching for an insulating 
material needs to be provided. In Figs. 1, 6B, should these figures be labeled as - PRIOR ART - 
?; In fig. 4c, reference label - 120 - needs to be provided. Correction is required. 

Claims 1-6, 8-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards 
as the invention. 

In claim 1, note that there appears to be an improper double inclusion of "a source" (see 
lines 2 and 5). 

The following claim has been found objectionable for reasons set forth below: 
In claim 19, note that - revive - should precede "length" for a proper characterization. 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -- 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or 
on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1, 8, 9; 1 1, 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly anticipated by 
Adachi. 

Adachi discloses an electrical conductor arrangement comprising first and second 
conductive traces (14a, 14b) disposed for interconnection with a source via terminals (13a, 13b) 
and a destination via terminals (1 3c, 1 3d). By virtue of the like configuration to the claimed 
invention, the Adachi arrangement inherently functions to reduce the capacitance (i.e. compared 
to an arrangement having a single conductive trace) and thus inherently functions to increases the 
propagation speed along the conductive traces. 

Claims 1-4, 8, 9; 1 1-15; 17, 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly 

anticipated by Shimizu et'al. 

Shimizu et al discloses in fig. 1, first, second, and third conductors (13j, 13 z 13^) 
electrically connected to a source (1 1) and electrically connected to a destination (12). Note that 
by virtue of the capacitance existing between the conductive traces, there inherently is an 
electrical connection between the conductors. Moreover, given the like configuration between 
the claimed invention and Shimizu et al, inherently the capacitance is reduced and propagation 
speed increased (see preceding rejection for explanation). 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the claims 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various claims was 
commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any evidence to 
the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor 
and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later invention was 
made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 
U.S.C. 102(f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

Claims 10, 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Adachi. 

Claims 10, 16, 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Shimizu 

etal. 

In the two preceding rejections, note that neither reference discloses the length of the 
conductive traces. However, one of ordinary skill in the art would have found it obvious to have 
optimized the length of the conductive traces (e.g. > 1000 microns) dependent on the amount of 
"real estate" (e.g. on an integrated circuit) available. Such a modification would have obviously 
optimized the line lengths given the available "real estate". 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Tan et al pertains to a three conductor arrangement. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Benny Lee at telephone 
number (703) 308-4902. 

Lee/ds BENNY T.LEE 

uno/m PRIMARY EXAMINER 

11/29/01 ART UNIT 2817 



